
 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome to my December newsletter in which, amongst other things, I share with you some of the many 

Christmas activities going on. There are clearly some things that we simply cannot do this year due to 

the virus, but we have got lots of other lovely things going on for the benefit of our children. I would 

like to once again, say a big thank you to my staff who go that extra mile for our children. Without them 

giving so generously of their time, we would not be able to run half the things we do.  

 

 

 Panto comes to BCA 

As we can’t go to the Thameside Theatre this year, we have 

arranged for the panto to come to us. We will be ‘streaming’ this 

year’s production of Sleeping Beauty straight into our classrooms 

on December 14th. Although there is a small cost to us as a school, 

we will not be passing this on to you our parents.  

 

On the day we will be selling popcorn for 50p a bag and all the 

money raised will be going towards our chosen charity, St Luke’s 

Hospice. Those operating the popcorn machine will of course be 

wearing gloves and facemask and children will not be able to share 

unfortunately. All payment will be through SIMs gateway. 

 

 

Christmas has arrived at BCA! 

As I am sure you are aware, we have a tradition at 

BCA of celebrating the run up to Christmas in a big 

way, albeit this year in a Covid friendly way. For 

this reason, we have placed the grotto outside, 

where it is safe to visit. I think you will agree it 

looks magical, thanks to our site team and also 

some of our support staff, particularly Mrs 

Driscoll and Mrs Hornick. Can I ask you though, not 

to congregate around this area as the children will 

be timetabled to visit it during the day, so they will 

not miss out. 

 

 

 

Christmas Dinners: 

This year, because of the pandemic and having to be very careful not to mix year group bubbles, we 

are having to structure our Christmas dinners for the children over three days. Reception will eat 

in class and the other year groups will use the old and new halls. On the days that a year group is 

not having a Christmas dinner, a grab a bag lunch will be provided instead of a hot dinner to the 

children who will have school dinners. We will appreciate your understanding and support on this as 

we do not have enough manpower and capacity to prepare Christmas dinners and hot meals for the 

whole school at the same time. Below is how we will structure the three days: 
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Dates Christmas dinners Grab a bag  

15th December Nursery, Reception, 

Years 1 and 2 

  

Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 

16th December Years 3 and 4 Nursery, Reception, Years 1, 2, 5 

and 6 

 

17th December Years 5 and 6 Nursery, Reception, Years 1, 2, 3 

and 4 

 
 

 

 

 Other Christmas activities going on this year 

 
Christmas Door Competition – 17th December 

We are holding a Decorating the Door competition, which of course 

will be a Christmas theme and will be judged by Santa on 17th 

December, in fact I quite like the idea on the left! 

 

Christmas Jumper Day – Friday 11th December 

£2 donations can be made via the School Gateway. 

 

Father Christmas story telling for Early Years – 17th December 

This will of course be done virtually, with Father Christmas telling a 

few of his favourite Christmas stories to our Reception children. If 

time he may even have another surprise up his red sleeve! 

 

Christmas concert and Nativity 

Plans are well underway for Reception to give a performance albeit 

virtually, similar to what they have previously done but in 3 separate 

parts. Each part will be videoed and put on the website. 

 

Year 1 children will be performing the nativity, again in three separate 

parts, with each part being videoed and put on the website. 

 

Whilst the other year groups will each be giving a 5 minute 

performance linked to the theme of Christmas, which the rest of the 

school will be able to watch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Ofsted Interim Remote visit – 24th November 

We had a surprise call from Ofsted at the start of last week, to say 

that they were going to do an Interim remote visit via MS Teams on 

the Tuesday. Ofsted are carrying out these remote visits this term 

to identify how well schools are coping with the pandemic crises. 

Whilst not an inspection, it was none-the-less a very demanding day 

with two HMI inspectors asking questions from 10am until 3pm. The 

topics included: Context of the school, the Curriculum, Safeguarding, 

Behaviour and Attendance. We have been informed that we will 

receive a letter in the next couple of weeks which we will share.    



 

Our Castle is Back! 

I am pleased to report that our castle is finally back, after 

being sent off to be refurbished and it is looking better than 

ever. The children really enjoy using this resource and so I am 

sure they will be delighted to see it back. Hopefully next year 

we can refurbish the decking area at the front as well.  

 

 

 

 

 

 Recent Positive Cases 

It has been a particularly challenging time this last couple of 

weeks, with two year groups having to self-isolate in the 

same week. Before deciding who to send home, there is 

always a rigorous process we have to go through, including 

completion of Risk Assessments and detailed conversations 

with Public Health England. Let us hope and pray that as we 

move towards the end of 2020, the worst is now behind us.  

Thank you for your continued patience and understanding.  

 

Message from Ms Murthen 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

As you are aware, I am leaving at the end of this term to embark on a new journey as Headteacher 

in a different borough. I am writing to thank you all for all your support, understanding and 

dedication. It has been a great pleasure to work with you as class teacher for your children and 

Vice Principal during my 7 years at BCA. Thank you for placing your trust in me as your Vice 

Principal. I have met some lovely, supportive and friendly parents. I have thoroughly enjoyed 

working with our school community. I admire your engagement with the school and the way you 

support us. Keep it up. I wish you all well. Stay safe and have a wonderful Christmas. 

 
Dear children, 

You have all been amazing; I will miss you dearly. I have 

thoroughly enjoyed working with you. Thank you for the 

chats, the jokes, the table tennis matches, the stories you 

read to me and the great pieces of work you shared with 

me. You are one of the main reasons why I love my job. You 

put a smile on my face every day. Thank you for being 

fabulous children to work with. Thank you for your love and 

respect. I will keep some very good memories of you all. I 

wish you the very best in your studies. Stay positive, have 

faith, believe in your dreams and always aim higher.  

 

Kind regards,  

 

Ms Murthen 

 

 



 
 

 

 

  

Author Visit – Zohab Zee Khan 

Just wanted to let you know that our author, Zohab went 

down really well with the children, so fun and engaging. I 

am hoping that it will lead to some great poetry from our 

children who have been inspired by listening to him 

perform. Now we need to start planning for 2021, when 

hopefully we will be back to face to face visits. 

 

BCA nursery 

Please can you pass the word around that we have a few spaces left in our Nursery. 

Please contact the school office for further details 

receptionist@belmontcastleacademy.org 

 

Autumn Term 2020 

          

December 

Fri 4th       Class assembly – 3LF 

Fri 11th       Class assembly – 6AF 

Fri 18th       Class assembly – 4CH 

Fri 18th  Last day of the Autumn term 

 

Spring term 2021 

Mon 4th Jan        First day back for children  
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