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Dear parents and carers, 

 

As is always the case at this time of year, we have a lot of events coming up over the 

next two weeks. Please be aware though, that everything is subject to change 

depending on the impact of the Omicron variant and how much it spreads.  

 

I am pleased to announce that thanks to some very hard working elves, this year’s 

grotto has been completed a little earlier than anticipated. Please see the pictures 

at the end of this Newsletter. The look on the children’s faces as they walk through 

is priceless.    

 

This year’s author visit  

I can’t believe that this year’s author visit has been and gone 

already.  It was an excellent day which was thoroughly 

enjoyed by all the children who met her. On Monday this week 

she sent us a lovely postcard (right) in which she wrote: 

‘To the wonderful students and staff at Belmont Castle 

Academy – it was such a pleasure to visit you – thank you for 

making me feel so welcome! Keep writing, keep reading – keep 

discovering magical new worlds. Much love, Lucy Strange’. 

 

 

 

 

  

Well done to Stefania and 

Kamren for their excellent 

radio interview with Lucy, 

which they did with very 

little notice. As a reward for 

doing a great job they were 

given the first two tokens to 

use in our new book vending 

machine.  Who will be next to 

get a token? 

 

 

 

 

 
 



  

 

 

 

Infant Nativity 

I am delighted to inform you that at present we are still going ahead with our 

Infant Nativities. The classes will be performing on the following days: Tuesday R1, 

Wednesday R2 and Thursday R3.  To keep the numbers down in the hall, we are 

restricting the numbers to one parent per child (no babies/siblings) and asking 

all parents to wear a mask, unless exempt. All three performances will commence 

at 9.30am.  

 

Christmas Pantomimes  

I am delighted to inform you, that we have arranged for children in Years 5 

and 6 to have the opportunity to see this year’s pantomime, Cinderella, which 

is being performed at the Thameside Theatre. The performance which is on 

the morning of Tuesday 7th December is free of charge, our gift to the 

children.  

 

The children in all year groups will have the opportunity to watch a virtual 

panto which will be on the last week of this half term. Again, this is free of 

charge to the children.   

 

 

 

Choir Singing at Lakeside – Thursday 2nd December 

Our Choir children will be singing traditional carols in Lakeside on 

December 2nd.  Choir parents, you have been sent the details, 

please do try to come along and support them if you can, as I am 

sure they will appreciate having an audience to perform to.  
 

 

Carol Service and Year 1 Nativity Story 

A reminder about our carol services which are being held at 

Grays Parish Church on Tuesday 14thand Wednesday 15th. 

Similar to previous years, our Year 1 children will be performing 

the Nativity story on each day. Please note, to keep the numbers 

down in the church, we are restricting the numbers to one 

parent per child of Year 1 children only (no babies/siblings) 

and asking all parents to wear a mask, unless exempt. Sadly, 

we cannot accommodate parents from other year groups.  
 

 



 

 

Christmas Mini-Enterprise 

As an alternative to holding a traditional Christmas Fayre, this year we are asking the children to take 

part in a mini enterprise event and to help raise money for a good cause, ‘Friends of Havering and Essex 

Homeless’. 

 

All the children will be making a small christmas gift in their classes.  Please see below examples of what 

the different year groups will be making:  

Nursery £1.50 Reception - £1 Year 1 - £1 Year 2 - £1 

 

 

 

 

 

Snow Globe 

Picture 

 
Salt dough 

decorations 

 
Reindeer 

Gingerbread 
 

Pine Cone Tree 

Year 3 - £1.50 Year 4 - £1 Year 5 - £1 Year 6 - £2 

 
Elf Yourself 

Christmas 

Decoration 

 
Reindeer Candy 

Cane 

 
Chocolate Mini 

Roll Reindeer 

 
Pom Pom 

Reindeer 

 

You can purchase your child’s item via the school Sims Parent App.  Go to ‘Top Up Now’, it’s then 

under the ‘Online Shop’. 

 

CHRISTMAS EVENTS IN BRIEF 

 

Decorating Classroom Door – each class will be decorating their inside classroom door with 

a Christmas theme.  Photos will be uploaded to Twitter during December. 

Story with Santa – Santa will be visiting all classes before the end of term to read them a 

Christmas story.  He will be arriving via Teams ready for this virtual event. 

Thameside Panto – Children in Year 5 and 6 will be walking to Thameside Theatre to watch 

the panto, Cinderella, on Tuesday 7th December. 

Virtual Panto – All children will have the opportunity to watch a virtual panto again this year.   

Church – We will be attending a Church service at St Peter and St Paul’s church in Grays on 

Tuesday 14th and Wednesday 15th.  See additional letter for further details. 

 



  

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone for adding your 

shopping tokens to our Morrisons 

account.  We have 37 days to go to reach 

our total of 2,500. 

Come on, we can do it!!! 
 

 

 

 

Christmas Dinners 

Christmas dinner will be on the following dates for the following year groups: 

Tuesday 7th December - Nursery, Reception and Year 2 

Wednesday 8th December - Years 1 and 3  

Thursday 9th December - Years 4, 5 and 6 

On the days that it is not your child’s Christmas dinner day, all children need to bring their 

own packed lunch into school, there will not be any other dinner options available.  If your 

child is entitled to Free School Meals, we will provide them with a blue packed lunch option. 

 

Autumn Term 2021 
December  

Thu 2nd        Class assembly - 6CK 

Thu 2nd        School Choir are singing at Lakeside 

Tue 7th        R1 Reception Nativity 9.30am (one parent per child only please) 

Tue 7th        Christmas Dinner for Nursery, Reception and Year 2 

Tue 7th        Year 5 and 6 attending the panto at Thameside theatre - am 

Wed 8th     R2 Reception Nativity 9.30am (one parent per child only please) 

Wed 8th Christmas Dinner for Year 1 and 3 

Thur 9th      R3 Reception Nativity 9.30am (one parent per child only please) 

Thur 9th  Christmas Dinner for Year 4, 5 and 6 

Thur 9th  Year 3 – Twilight Trail  

Fri 10th         Class assembly – 3SB 

Tue 14th         Carol Service at St Peter and St Paul’s – (further details to follow) 

Wed 15th         Carol Service at St Peter and St Paul’s – (further details to follow) 

Fri 17th         Last day of term – Christmas Jumper Day 

Spring Term 2022 
January 

Tues 4th       First day back after the holidays 

 



 
 

School Websites  

www.belmontcastleacademy.org 

Twitter Account @BCA_Thurrock  

 

Finally, on behalf of all the staff here at BCA, I would like to take this opportunity, to wish you all a very 

Happy Christmas and trouble free New Year. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
M Jones (Principal) 

 

 
 

 

    
 

 

http://www.belmontcastleacademy.org/

