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Letter No: 086                                                  26th January 2021  

  
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Nursery Provision 
 
I wanted to write to you personally to give you an update as to the current situation regarding our 
Nursery provision.  
 
The government have recently announced that Nurseries can fully open, which includes both private 
and school nurseries. I do find the logic here baffling as I believe that my nursery staff are just as 
much at risk of catching the virus as any other year group, in fact you will be aware that we have had 
to recently close both Reception and Nursery due to a number of positive cases. This decision from 
the government would also seem to contradict the recent DFE ‘stay at home’ message which 
encourages parents to keep their child at home and accessing remote learning, if at all possible.  
 
The dilemma we face though as a school, is if we say that we are not fully open, the LA will stop our 
funding. Currently we only have the children of critical workers and vulnerable children in school but 
would like to extend this provision further, if at all possible.  
 
Whilst many of you will understandably not wish to send your child in at this worrying time of National 
Lockdown, I suspect a few will welcome the opportunity and so I am looking to see how we can make 
this happen, whilst keeping everyone as safe as possible in school. I am therefore going to ask you to 
complete a very simple survey on-line (see the link below), to let us know if you intend to keep your 
child at home during this period or would like to send them back in to school.  
 
Nursery Survey 
 
Providing the numbers are not too high, we should be able to maintain both the remote teaching for 
those children who are at home, whilst continuing our provision for those coming into school. Clearly if 
we have a lot of parents requesting their children come back into school, we won’t be able to continue 
with the remote teaching as well.  
 
Please can I request that you complete the survey by 3pm tomorrow, 27th January, following which we 
will then have a clearer picture as to how best to move forwards with regards our Nursery provision. 
 
Finally, thank you parents for your patience and understanding during this very difficult time. I will 
provide you with further information, hopefully later this week.  
 

Mark Jones  

Principal of Belmont Castle Academy 
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