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AUTUMN TERM 2021 - IMPORTANT INFORMATION  

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Firstly, we look forward to welcoming the children back to the start of what is hopefully going to be 

another very successful year for our school. 

Now that many of the restrictions have been lifted, I just wanted to write to you, so that you know 

what to expect on that first day on September 6th.  

We will of course be following the National Guidance sent to us by the Department for Education 

and also Public Health England. I should stress that it is only guidance and schools are free to 

adapt and change this depending on their particular circumstances. 

What is staying the same 

The protective measures which remain in place include: regular hand washing, ensuring good 
ventilation around the school and ensuring when someone is displaying Covid symptoms they stay 
off school and book themselves a PCR test.  

The staff at BCA will continue to take Lateral Flow Tests twice a week, on a Sunday and 
Wednesday evening. We would also urge parents to continue to get themselves regularly tested just 
to be on the safe side, as sometimes people are asymptomatic, so not aware that they even have 
Covid.  

What is changing 

We will no longer be staggering the drop off and pick up times and will therefore be resorting back 
to pre-Covid times.  
 

Start Time End time 

Foundation Stage: 8.45am 
KS 1: 8.45am 
KS 2: 8.35am 

End of school day will be 
3.10pm.  
 

                        

Half day Nursery times 

Mornings – 8.30 to 11.30am   Afternoons 12.15pm to 3.10pm 

 
Children who arrive late will revert back to signing in at the Main Office before going to class 

The children will no longer be separated into class / year group bubbles but will be able to mix 
throughout the day. This will mean for lunchtimes we will revert back to using the two halls.  It will 
also mean that we will be able to reinstate Key Stage 1 and 2 assemblies, again using both halls.  

Doing away with bubbles will also mean that mixed year group clubs can recommence. 



 
We are also removing the one-way system around the school, so, when moving to and from your 
child’s class, we would encourage you to follow the signage around the school, again similar to pre-
Covid times. The requirement to wear face coverings when moving around the school site has now 
also been lifted, although you are free to continue to do so, if you feel the need.  

Attendance  

Just a quick reminder that school attendance became mandatory again from 8th March, this means 

it’s your legal duty to send your child (if they are of compulsory school age) to school regularly.  

A small number of pupils may still be unable to attend in line with public health advice because they: 
• have symptoms or have had a positive test result 

• are one of the very small number of pupils under paediatric or other specialist care and have 
been advised by their GP or clinician not to attend.  

 

This includes all critically extremely vulnerable (CEV) pupils who should now attend their school 
unless they are in one of the above categories. Pupils who live with someone who is CEV should 
also continue to attend school as normal. 

 

Contingency Plans 

As part of our detailed Risk Assessment, we have also put in place Contingency Plans, in case 

there is an outbreak of Covid in the school. However, before taking any decisions about whether or 

not to send a class / year group home to self-isolate, we would of course liaise with Public Health 

England.  

Should there be an outbreak (several cases), we may have to revert back to Covid measures that 

were in place previously, such as: mask wearing whilst on site, re-introducing staggered times for 

drop off and pick-ups, one-way system etc.   

Finally… 

Once again, thank you for your continued support. Hopefully the worst is now behind us and we can 

get back to some type of normality, providing of course it is safe to do so. We will continue to keep 

you updated and informed of any changes or developments and likewise, if you have any concerns 

or worries going forwards please do let us know.  

 
Mark Jones 

Principal of Belmont Castle Academy 

 



 
Frequently Asked Questions 

Q Where do I drop my child off in the morning? 

A Outside their classroom.  You will need to wait with them until the classroom doors open. 

 

Q What happens if my child is late in the morning? 

A They will need to go to the Main Office to sign in. 

 

Q What happens on days when my child has PE? 

A Children will continue to come into school wearing their PE kit on their PE day.  A letter will be 

sent home explaining which days each class has PE. 

 

Q Will clubs be recommencing this year? 

A Yes, although these will be limited to begin with. More details will follow.  

 

Q Can my child bring in their Book Bags to school? 

A Yes, we will be encouraging children to take books home. 

 

Q Can I speak to my child’s class teacher? 

A Yes, but we will be encouraging you to email the year group or phone the office.  If necessary, 

wait until an appropriate time and speak to them at the classroom door.  If you are not wearing a 

mask, please keep a distance of 2m. 

 

Q Can I enter the school reception area? 

A Yes, although we are still asking for 1 person at a time. 

 

Q Are the school water fountains working? 

A The fountains will continue to be out of use, your child will need to bring their own water bottle in. 

 

Q Can my child bring in sweets for their birthday? 

A Yes, providing they are in separate bags.  

 

 



 
Q My child is nervous about returning to school, can I go into the classroom with them? 

A Unfortunately not, however, the staff in the classroom will work hard to ensure your child settles 

quickly and feels happy. 

 

Q Will the children be washing their hands? 

A We will continue to get children to wash their hands at various points of the day. 

 

Q Will class assemblies be recommencing? 

A Yes and parents will be invited to attend. 

 


