
             

 

 

 

 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Welcome to my May newsletter, I hope you had an enjoyable Bank holiday weekend. Usually we are 

busily preparing for SATs at this time of year, for both KS1 and 2, but of course the DFE have quite 

rightly, scrapped all formal testing for this year. I think this is a very sensible move as it would have 

put far too much pressure on the children, who have already had a significant disruption with their 

learning due to the pandemic. We are still trying to do as many activities as possible between now and 

the end of term, including looking at putting on a Covid friendly Sports day.  

 

 

St George’s Day – Friday 23rd  

I am pleased to report that we were still able to celebrate St 

George’s day this year. In fact Friday afternoon’s St George’s Day 

parade around the school was a delight, it almost felt like we were 

finally getting back to normal school life. Each year group had been 

asked to design either their own dragon or St George and what 

they produced was fabulous and so creative. It was evident when 

the children were parading around the school field, of how proud 

they were of what they had made. I have posted pictures on 

twitter so you can see for yourself what I mean.  

 

 

 

 

 Maths Number Day – 7th May 

Apologies but in my April newsletter, Number Day was 

down incorrectly as May 19th which of course is Numeracy 

Day, confused, I clearly was! On May 7th we will be holding 

lots of cross-curricular events linked to the theme of 

numbers. We will also be asking the children to come into 

school wearing a ‘number or dressed in a maths theme'. It 

could be their birthday, age of a loved one or dressed as a 

link to maths such as 'Count Dracula'. Your child will be 

encouraged to discuss their choice of number or theme.  

 

SIMS Parent App  

Thank you to all of you who are now using SIMs parent app to make 

payments. We now have over 400 parents using it which is incredible! We 

are aware that there are still some issues with incorrect balances, but 

hopefully this problem will be resolved soon. If you do have any problems 

or concerns using it, please get in contact with the school office.    

 

  



 
 

Parent Consultations – held in April  

Our recent Parent Consultation video sessions via 

‘Schoolcloud’ seemed to go really well. I am aware there were 

some parents who had difficult connecting, but I believe in 

most cases new appointments were made. I personally think 

this is the way forward for schools, as it really doesn’t make 

sense that parents have to come into school just for a ten 

minute (or less) meeting with a teacher.  

  

 

 

 

 Sustrans Big Pedal 2021 and BCA 

Well done to everyone who took part in this year’s Big Peddle event. I am 

pleased to report that BCA did very well. Out of 2253 schools nationally we 

came 200th and in our region, the East of England, we came 27th out of the 

63 schools that took part. Although we didn't win, it was a magnificent 

effort, so please give your children a well-earned pat on the back. The daily 

prizes have yet to be allocated so fingers crossed it might be us. After all, 

you have to be in it to win it. Thank you for supporting this initiative and I 

do hope that you are able to keep it going by encouraging your child to 

continue to walk or cycle to school. 

 

Mental Health Awareness Week – Wc 10th May 

The theme of this year is nature and being 

outdoors and so we will be encouraging each year 

group to be making full use of our wonderful 

outdoor areas from May 10th. Areas include the 

pond, allotment area, the ducks, sensory garden, 

reading garden, the castle and all the other 

outdoor spaces. 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 Science Week – Week commencing 7th June 

Science Week is an opportunity for the children at Belmont 

to celebrate science, technology, engineering and maths 

(STEM). The 2021 theme is 'Innovating for the future'. 

There will be many different activities taking place in 

classrooms, such creative problem-solving, learning about 

inspirational innovators, and engineering projects. As a 

school we are also taking part in the Primary Engineer 

programme with FORD Dunton Technical centre, which allows 

children to develop the practical application of maths and 

science through a design technology project with engineering 

as the ‘vehicle’. This opportunity allows children to develop 

skills and inspire interest in STEM subjects.  



 
 

 

 Recommencement of Swimming  

I am pleased to report that the swimming lessons seem to be going 

well. Our only issue is trying to get the coaches up Parker Road first 

thing in the morning. Frustratingly we continue to have inconsiderate 

drivers who will park on the roundabout and then argue when asked 

to move. This is not setting a good example for the children and more 

crucially, is increasing the likelihood of an accident.  

 

BCA nursery 

Please can you pass the word around that we are sending out application forms for 

September 2021 nursery places. 

 

Please contact the school office for further details and to register your interest 

receptionist@belmontcastleacademy.org 

 

Summer Term 2021 

  May                  

   Fri 7th                   Class assembly - 2KF and 5SJ 

   Fri 7th                  Maths Number Day 

   Wc 10th                Mental Health Awareness week (10th May to 16th May) 

   Fri 14th                 Class assembly – R4 

   Fri 21st                 Class assembly – R3 and 6AF 

   Fri 28th                Class assembly – 1WG and 4DW 

   Mon 31st              HALF TERM WEEK 

 

   June  

  Wc 7th                Science Week 

   Tue 8th               Swimming starts for Year 5 

   Wed 9th              Cricket starts for Year 4 

   wc 21st                Health and fitness week 

   tbc                     Sports Day (If we can make this Covid safe we will go ahead with it) 

   

   July  

     Fri 16th             Last day of term – early finish 1pm 
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