
YEAR 1 – HISTORY – What was school like in the past?

What you could do at home…

Discuss about the meaning of the words. Ask some questions 
to check your child’s understanding. Examples:
What word is used to describe something that happened 
before now?
What word is used for something that has not yet happened?

Write the name of someone who was born before you.
Write the name of someone who was born after you.

Look at the pictures of Grays High Street or use the Internet to 
research Grays then and now. Answer the questions below:

How did you know which picture was the oldest?
How did you know which one was the newest?

If you can discuss with your grandparents or someone older 
than you, ask them what was school like in the past.

Do they know any other places in Grays that might have 
looked differently in the past? Can you research those?

What? (Key vocab)

Spelling Definition Spelling Definition

Past Something that happened 

before now.

Old Something from the past.

Present Something that is 

happening now. ‘I am 

jumping.’

Modern Something that relates  to the 

present or recent times.

Future Something that has not yet 

happened.

Where?

River 
Thames

A busy river in Thurrock

that leads to London

Stifford

Primary

Belmont Castle 

Academy was 

Stifford Primary a

long time ago.

Grays High 

Street 

Then 

and 

now.

What you should already know

How old I am.
I have parents and grandparents 
who are older than me. Some 
children are younger than me. 
I might have brothers or sisters. 
They might be older or younger 
than me. 

Long ago in the 
past

Things 
happened 
for a long 
time before 
your 
grandparents 
were alive. 

Your grandparents were 
born and were children.

The past The past

Your parents were born.

The past

You 
were 
born.

The present-
Now

When? (Key knowledge)

The 
future

You go to 
school.

Lots of 
exciting 
things will 
happen 
as your life 
carries on. 

These things happened BEFORE you were born. These things happened AFTER you were born.


