
YEAR 3 – SCIENCE – Materials and their properties 
How are rocks formed?

What you could do at home…

• You could visit your local library and read some books about 

rocks, including The Street Beneath Your Feet.

• Why not go for a fossil hunt and see what types of rocks you 

can find? 

• Visit the National History Museum to see the rock collection 

which contains approximately 123,000 sedimentary, igneous 

and metamorphic rocks collected around the world during 

the past 250 years! 

• Click the link below and take a look at different types of rocks

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/earth/rocks-and-minerals/

What? (Key vocab)

Spelling Definition Spelling Definition

soil Soil consists of a mix of organic material 
(decayed plants and animals) and 
broken bits of rocks and minerals.

igneous Igneous rock is formed when magma 
cools and solidifies, it may do this above 
or below the Earth's surface.

sedimentary Rocks which are made when sand, 
mud and pebbles are laid down in 
layers. Over time, these layers are 
squashed under more and more layers.

metamorphic When a rock experiences heat and 
pressure, it becomes a metamorphic 
rock. All metamorphic rocks start as 
another type of rock.

fossil A fossil is the preserved remains or 
traces of a dead organism.

Pre-historic A period of time before written records

crystals Crystals are a special kind of solid 
material where the molecules fit 
together in a repeating pattern.

organic 

matter

Organic matter is matter that has come 
from a recently living organism. It is 
capable of decaying.

Famous Place

Skara Brae 
This is a fascinating 

prehistoric village found just 

north of Scotland. It was 

built in the New Stone Age 

era. 

What I should already know?

• You may have handled a variety of rocks.

• You may have started to recognise the difference between the rounded

pebbles found on beaches and the sharper rocks found inland.

• In Years 1 and 2, you would have looked at rocks or stones when looking at 

materials. 

• You may know about soil because you may have made mud pies or cakes 

at some stage, or grown plants.

How fossils are formed

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/earth/rocks-and-minerals/

