
YEAR 5 – GEOGRAPHY – Why should the rainforest 

matter to all of us? 

What you could do at home…

• Complete some research using the following sites: https://ypte.org.uk/factsheets/rainforests/what-

are-the-threats-to-the-rainforestshttps://planbee.com/blogs/news/rainforest-facts-for-ks2-children-

and-teachers

• Use a map or atlas to indentify and locate rainforests across the world.

• Watch the episode form Planet Earth that looks at rainforests.

Key Vocab

Spelling Definition Spelling Definition

biome Areas of our planet 

with similar climates, 

landscapes, animals 

and plants.

humid Feeling very damp due 

to water vapor in the 

air. 

climate The average weather 

conditions over a 

long period of time. 

native tribes The original settlers of 

an area.

deforestation The cutting down and 

clearing of forests. 

species A group of similar 

animals or plants.

equator An imaginary circle 

running round the 

centre of the earth. 

weather The specific condition 

on a given day. 

Threat Where? Why? Impact

Logging In West Africa, 

almost 90% of the 

rainforest has been 

destroyed and now 

the logging is 

spreading to 

Central Africa.

Hardwoods like mahogany and teak 

are very valuable, and can be sold 
for a great profit. Trees are also cut 

down for wood pulp, which is used to 

make paper.

The money that can be made is 

only available in the short-term. 

Once an area of forest is 

cleared, it will probably never 

recover. When a 35 meter tree is 

felled, it can crush up to 17 

smaller trees as it crashes to the 

ground. 

Soya 

plantations

South 

America/Brazil

UK beef does not come from Brazil 

but can still be  responsible for 

rainforest destruction – UK farmed 

animals are fed a high protein plant 

called soya.  China has a growing 

demand for beef, and is becoming 

the largest consumer of soya from 

Brazil.  Most of the world's soya comes 

from South America where areas of 

rainforest have been planted with the 
crop.

It is only the top layer of soil, 

known as the “topsoil” that is 

fertile.  Eventually this will be 

washed away by the rains and 

the area may become a desert. 

So, farmers may resort to using 

more and more fertilizers and 

pesticides, which may cause 

pollution of rivers. 

Palm oil Malaysia It is used in bread, cereals, 

chocolates, pizzas, cleaning 

products, chewing gum and even 

shampoo.

Valuable trees are harvested 

and the rest are burnt to clear 

the land for the farming of palm 
oil.

What I should already know?

• You may have come across rainforests on television.

• Through the work of people like David Attenborough. 

you may know  issues associated with climate change.

•  You may know how to choose /use ºC to measure/         

read temperature.

Layers of the 
rainforest
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