
YEAR 5 – SCIENCE – Chemistry – Chemical and Physical Changes

What you could do at home…

• Help out with the cooking at home, 

with adult guidance and see how 

many things you have to sieve, filter, 

mix or dissolve (e.g. sieving flour in to 

cake mix or draining pasta)

• You could explore BBC Bitesize

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/

zcvv4wx/articles/z9brcwx

• or School Run 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-

are-materials

• You could read

about chemical 

reactions and 

changes in

these books:

What? (Key vocab)

Spelling Definition Spelling Definition

solution A mixture of two or more 

substances.
reversible
change

A change that can be undone.

evaporation The process in which a liquid 

changes to a vapour when 

heated.

irreversible 
change

A change that cannot be undone.

condensation The change of a vapour or gas 

to  a liquid, when cooled.
chemical 
change

A change that causes a new 

substance to be formed.

state of 
matter

There are different sates of 

matter: liquid, gas and solid.
physical 

change

No new chemical substance is 

formed but the state of the 

substance is changed.

Famous Scientist

Jamie Garcia - Jamie was born in 

Seattle, USA. As a child, she loved 

discovering new things - once, she 

took apart a remote control to 

understand how its circuits worked. 

After finishing university, Jamie got 

a job as a chemist for IBM, one of 

the biggest computer companies in 

the world. Jamie's job was to 

research new ways that we can 

recycle the plastics used in 

computers, so that we 

can use them again 

and again. Helping to

reduce the damage 

done to the 

environment 

by discarded 

plastics. 

What I should already know?

• You know the temperature at which materials change state.

• You may know the part played by evaporation and 

condensation in the water cycle.

• You may be able to describe a physical and chemical 

change,

Reversing a change.

How do materials dissolve to form a 

solution?

What are reversible and 

irreversible changes?

Is it reversible?

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcvv4wx/articles/z9brcwx

