
YEAR 6 – GEOGRAPHY

Can I be a cartographer?

Key vocab

Spelling Definition Spelling Definition

cartographer A person who draws or 

produces maps. 
ordnance 

survey

The official government organisation

responsible for producing maps in the UK.

six-figure grid 

references

A group of six figures used to 

give an exact position on a 

map using coordinates. 

contour A line drawn on a map which joins places 

of the same height. 

Northings & 

Eastings

Northings and Eastings are lines 

found on maps which are 

numbered. Northings are 

horizontal lines and Eastings 

are vertical lines.

landform A natural feature on the Earth’s surface 

e.g. a mountain. 

latitude & 

longitude

Latitude – how far north or 

south a place is from the 

equator. 

Longitude – how far east or 

west a place is from the 

Greenwich Meridian. 

digital/

computer 

mapping

Programs such as Google Earth.

What should I already know?
• You will have experienced using 

Google Earth in past years.

• You will have knowledge of different 

maps from previous learning.

• You may be familiar with various graphs

because of the work you have done in 

maths. 

• You will have learned about bar charts 

and time graphs in Year 4 and line 

graphs in Year 5.

What will I learn?
• Use Google Earth to locate a country or 

place of interest and to follow the 

journey of rivers, etc.

• Know what most of the ordnance 

survey symbols stand for.

• Know how to use six-figure grid 

references.

• Use graphs to compare changes over 

time. 

• Know how to use Digimaps.

• Be familiar with topographical maps 

and know about contours, etc.

Influential Geographers
Phyllis Pearsall MBE 

Phyllis was born in 1906 and travelled extensively as a 

child with her family until her father and mother, 

Alexander and Bella, divorced in 1920. She returned to 

London in 1936, and Alexander set up the Geographers’ 

Map Company. It was Phyllis however that took on the 

responsibility of creating the first A-Z map and spent 

hours walking the streets of London, cataloguing the 

house numbers, junctions and streets. Alexander told her 

to call the first publication the OK atlas, but she 

changed the name at the last moment and sold every 

last copy of her first London A-Z.

Gladys West 

Gladys West is one of the people 

whose work was instrumental in 

developing the mathematics behind 

GPS. From the sat nav in your car, to 

the tags on your social media posts, many of us use 

global positioning systems, or GPS, every day.

After working incredibly hard at school, Gladys was 

awarded a scholarship at her local university. Gladys 

took maths, which, at that time, was a subject studied 

mostly by men. 

Gladys went on to work at a naval base in Dahlgreen, 

USA. Her job was to collect date from satellites, using it to 

help determine their exact location.

What you could do at home…

Google Earth: https://earth.google.com/web/

3D Geography: https://www.3dgeography.co.uk/

KS2 Geography skills: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvsfr82

3D map making: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zwfcd2p
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