
YEAR 6 – HISTORY – WORLD WAR I

What you could do at home…

• https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-i/world-war-i-
history

• https://www.britannica.com/event/World-War-I
• https://www.loc.gov/collections/stars-and-

stripes/articles-and-essays/a-world-at-war/timeline-1914-
1921/

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqhyb9q
Familiarise yourself with the time line of World War One and 
the key events.
Make detailed notes of Franz Ferdinand and how his 
assassination was one of the key components which led to the 
outbreak of WW1 and hostility.

What? (Key vocab)

Spelling Definition Spelling Definition

propaganda Information, especially of a biased or 

misleading nature, used to promote a 

political cause or point of view.

No man’s 

land

A space separating the front lines of the 

opposing armies.

Zeppelins A large, rigid airship, used by the 

Germans for bombing and 

exploration.

armistice A formal agreement of warring parties to 

stop fighting.

rations A fixed amount of a commodity 

officially allowed to each person 

during a time of shortage, as in 

wartime.

U-boat U-boats were naval submarines 

operated by Germany, particularly in the 

First and Second World Wars.

Shell shock A form of post traumatic stress 

disorder many soldiers were afflicted 

with during the war (before PTSD was 

termed).

Allies A person, group, or nation that is 

associated with another or others for 

some common cause or purpose

Who?

Archduke Franz Ferdinand
Archduke Franz Ferdinand was the heir 

to the Austrian-Hungarian Empire. In 

1914, the Empire was expanding and 

taking control of many other countries in 

the region, which was causing tension in 

Europe. His assassination was one of the 

key events that led to the start of WW1

Walter Tull
Walter Tull was both a professional 

footballer player and a soldier during 

World War One. He became recognised 

as the first black officer to lead white 

British soldiers into battle.

What you should already know

• You should already be aware that Great Britain, 

Germany, Austria-Hungary and Russia all ruled 
many countries (colonies) across the world. They 

wanted to keep their empires strong and saw 

other countries taking over new territories as a 

threat.

• When Germany and Austria-Hungary took control         

of small countries like Bosnia and Morocco, the rest 

of the world thought they were being aggressive.
• You should know that the Government wanted as 

many men as possible to join the forces willingly. 

However in 1916 a law was passed to say men 

had to join whether they wanted to or not. This was 

called conscription.

• You must all have a understanding that trenches 

were long, narrow ditches dug into the ground 
where soldiers lived. They were very muddy and 

uncomfortable. These conditions caused some to 

develop medical problems such as trench foot.

When? (Key knowledge)

https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-i/world-war-i-history
https://www.britannica.com/event/World-War-I
https://www.loc.gov/collections/stars-and-stripes/articles-and-essays/a-world-at-war/timeline-1914-1921/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqhyb9q
https://www.imagininghistory.co.uk/post/europe-1914

