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BELMONT CASTLE ACADEMY 
Admissions Policy 2022 - 2023 
 
Co-ordinator:                  Sandra Alexander 
Governor responsible:   Steve Smith 
 
Admissions Procedure  

With regard to our admission arrangements we follow Thurrock Council’s policy. Further 
information and guidance can be found in the Council's admissions booklet: ‘Primary Education in 
Thurrock’. 
 
All admission applications are administered by the LA. 
 
Priority for admission to the school up to the “number intended to admit” (90 pupils) is based on the 
following admissions criteria as set out in priority order:- 
 
Belmont Castle Academy Admission’s Criteria 
 
1 Looked after children and previously looked after children Children in public care and 
children previously looked after will automatically be given first priority over other categories where 
priority is claimed on the application and validated by the local authority.  A looked after child is as 
defined in Section 22 of the Children Act 1989. 
 
2 Special reasons Priority for admission may be given where there are exceptional social, medical 
or educational reasons for admission to a particular school. These reasons must be supported by 
evidence from a relevant professional (e.g. a doctor or a social worker) and must be submitted with 
the application for admission. The purpose of this criterion is to give priority to pupils with a specific 
need that can be met specifically at one school rather than another. The threshold for a successful 
application under this criterion is high and such cases are likely to be rare since all schools are able 
to offer support and facilities for a wide range of needs. 
 
3 Catchment area siblings Children whose normal place of residence is in the catchment area of 
the school at the closing date for applications, and who will have a sibling at the school at the point 
of admission, in distance order with those living closer having higher priority. 
 
4 Catchment area children Children whose normal place of residence is in the catchment area at 
the closing date for applications in distance order with those living closer having higher priority. 
 
5 Non-catchment area siblings Children whose normal place of residence is outside the 
catchment area of the school at the closing date for applications and who will have a sibling at the 
school at the point of admission in distance order with those living closer having higher priority. 
 
6 Non-catchment area children Children whose normal place of residence is outside the 
catchment area at the closing date for applications in distance order with those living closer having 
higher priority. 
 
Distance  
The distance measurement used is the straight line distance from home to school. The straight line 
distance measurement is taken from the front door of the home address to the main school gate. 
 
Addresses within the same apartment block will be regarded as a tie and resolved using the tie 
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breaker. 
 
Siblings  
For most Schools in Thurrock that give priority for siblings, sibling is defined as brother or sister, 
half brother or sister, adopted brother or sister, step brother or sister, or the child of the 
parent/carer’s partner, and in every case, who is living as part of the same family unit at the same 
address, Monday to Friday.  However, the definition might be different for some schools, especially 
those outside Thurrock.  If your child has a sibling at one of your preferred schools in September 
2020, it is important that you include the sibling’s details on the application to ensure that, if 
applicable, sibling priority is given.  You should not name any child who attends a different school 
to the school names as a preference. 
For the purpose of allocating places siblings will be defined as: 
 

• Full siblings living at the same address; 
• Half siblings living at the same address;  
• Adopted siblings living at the same address; 
• Step siblings living at the same address;  
• Child of the parent/carer’s partner 

 
Children attending a school nursery class 
Admission to or attendance at a school nursery does not guarantee, or give any priority for 
admission to the main part of a primary or infant school.  You must apply and submit an application 
for a Reception place for your child in the normal admission round. 
 
Multiple births 
When there are not enough places remaining in a particular criterion to allow all children from a 
multiple birth to be admitted within the published admission number the local authority will admit 
the others as excepted pupils in the terms of the infant class size legislation so as to allow all 
children from that multiple birth to attend the same school. 
 
We place children from a multiple birth in different classes as we have found it to be beneficial for 
each child’s own individual development. 
 
Tie breaker 
In circumstances where more than one child is entitled to the same place the place will be offered 
using the random allocation system (a lottery). This process will be administered by the school 
admissions service and supervised by an independent witness. 
 
Other offers 
Applications that are not met with an offer of a preferred school will receive an offer at the 
catchment school if there are vacancies or at the next nearest school with vacancies. Distance 
measurement used to assess the next nearest school is shortest walking distance. 
 
Special Educational Needs 
Where a child is the subject of an Educational Health Care Plan a school place will be offered 
under different regulations. 
 
Post offer 
Waiting lists will be maintained by Thurrock LA for the academic year in which the application has 
been made.  This means that if spaces become available after offers have been made (because 
families move away for example), Thurrock LA will offer the place to the highest priority applicant 
according to the admissions criteria for the school, irrespective of the date of the application. 
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Parents are advised by the Local Authority in the refusal letter that they must reapply each August 
if they wish to remain on the waiting list for the next academic year.  Failure to do this will result in 
that child being removed from the waiting list. 

 
Applications received after the closing date 
Applications received after the closing date but before the offer date will be considered where the 
applicant can prove that they could not have applied earlier, insofar as practicable without 
compromising Thurrock LA’s ability to send out offers on time. 
 
Applications received after the offer date but before the start of the school year will be considered 
in relation to the admissions criteria for the school, not according to the date of application.  Where 
it is not possible to meet the parent’s preference(s) an offer of an alternative school place at the 
nearest school to the home address that can offer a place will be made. 
  
Children who move into the area 
Children who move into the area from outside of Thurrock at any time throughout the academic 
year and who are attending a school in a different LA will need to apply for a school place for their 
child/children with Thurrock LA.  This can be done online by visiting https://www.thurrock.gov.uk/in-
year-admissions/applying-in-year . You will also find Thurrock’s In-Year Admission guide for 
parents here.  Applications are assessed and the school closest to the applicant’s address with 
spaces will be offered.  Children who move within Thurrock will need to complete a school transfer 
form, which must then be submitted to Thurrock LA for the same admissions consideration. 
 
Thurrock LA manage the school’s year group waiting lists and will notify the parent/carer where a 
place has been offered to their child.  The school will then contact the parent/carer to send the 
school’s admissions paperwork for completion and arrange an appointment for the parent/carer 
and child to visit the school. 
 
New parents and children will have the opportunity to look around the school during their 
appointment.  Due to the on-going nature of the pandemic these visits will be scheduled for after 
the school day finishes. 
 
 

https://www.thurrock.gov.uk/in-year-admissions/applying-in-year
https://www.thurrock.gov.uk/in-year-admissions/applying-in-year

