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BELMONT CASTLE ACADEMY 
POLICY FOR – Homework 
 
Co-ordinator:  Emma Sanderson 
Governor Responsible: Steve Smith    
 
 

 

The following policy was drawn up in consultation with the Governing Body and teaching staff of Belmont 
Castle Academy.   
 
Principle 
As the primary educators of their children, parents are encouraged to support and reinforce the shared 
expectations by as many different means as possible.  Learning is a shared responsibility between 
children, parents and staff.  In order to achieve this goal, we as a school must work together with parents 
and guardians as a partnership, expanding the curriculum, extending it to the home and building on 
experiences shared outside school. 
 
Objectives / Aims of Homework 
• To consolidate and reinforce skills 
• To prepare for topics being taught 
• To exploit resources for learning at home 
• To encourage children to develop self-discipline to study on their own 
• To promote independent and / or co-operative learning 
• To provide a practical opportunity for parents to become involved in the academic development of their 

child 
• To support in raising standards 
• To prepare children for the transition of phases and the demands of homework in Key Stage 3 
 
What is Homework? 
Homework can be defined as any work / activities that pupils are asked to complete outside of School 
hours.  This can be a wide range of activities which are as follows: 
• Finding out information/Research 
• Reading 
• Learning spellings / number bonds / multiplication facts 
• Preparation for lessons 
• The making of something 
• Written tasks – story plans, book reviews, letter writing 
• Solving mathematical problems 
• Science Revision 
• Sketching 
• Creative projects 

 
The staff at Belmont Castle Academy recognise that homework can be more than just ‘finishing off tasks’, 
and a means of consolidating the children’s knowledge. 
 
The Responsibility of Members of our School Community 
Staff are expected to work towards this aim by: - 
• Providing a range of appropriate homework tasks and activities to consolidate and/or extend learning in 

class, ensuring differentiation 
• Ensuring the children have a clear understanding of the tasks involved and a common understanding of 

the high expectations held of them individually according to their ability 
• Providing support for the pupils and parents where necessary. 
• Spending time to acknowledge homework. 
Staff will ensure that homework is an integral part of the curriculum and is planned and prepared alongside 
all other programmes of learning. 
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Pupils are expected to work towards this aim by: - 
• Making full use of all the opportunities they are presented with, including taking advantage of support 

offered in school 
• Ask an adult in their class for support, if they do not understand the tasks set 
• Tackling home tasks promptly and with a positive attitude 
• Taking pride in presentation and content, acknowledging the high personal standard expected 
• Being organised so that necessary books and equipment are not left at school or at home 
• Taking responsibility for handing in completed tasks on an agreed day 
 
Parents are expected to work towards this aim by: - 
• Providing suitable surroundings 
• Encouraging children to persevere with a task 
• Participating in the child’s learning 
• Informing the school of any appropriate issues, i.e. change of circumstances, difficulty 
• Ensuring that when a child has been set homework, they encourage them to complete it on time 
• Taking advantage of the support on offer in school 
• Read and practise times tables and spellings on a daily basis. 
• In the event of a child being unable to complete the homework due to exceptional circumstances, 

parents are to inform the class teacher using the year group email. 
 
Whole School Approach 
It is important that all members of the Belmont Castle Academy community are aware of the importance of 
homework.  A whole school approach needs to be adopted to ensure consistency and continuity 
throughout the school. 
 
• Children will need to be reminded of their role and the importance of the completion of homework and 

the ‘handing in’ on time.  
• Children will be reminded regularly what will happen if this is not adhered to. Sanctions could include: 

keeping them in at playtime (years 3-6), speaking to parents… 
• Constant and consistent reminders of the importance of handing in homework. (Spare copies available) 
• Teachers will keep a record of who has and who hasn’t completed homework. 3 times in any one term 

and the teacher will talk to their parents 
• Teachers to use discretion (i.e. Family problems, other particular circumstances etc) 
• Year Lead and teacher to meet with parents of persistent offenders 
 
Positive Praise to be given to those children who do give in their homework. Pupils to be given stickers, 
and extra playtime at end of every half term.   
 
Homework at Belmont Castle Academy 
 
Timetable 
Good school practice requires that we give credence to other developmental needs of the child.  At 
Belmont Castle Academy, we appreciate the value of extra-curricular activities (sport, music, dancing, 
drama, other hobbies).  The flexibility of our Homework Policy allows space for these. 
 

Year Group 
 

Homework given 

Nursery • Shared Reading – recorded in their Nursery reading record 
• ‘Wow’ moments shared on Evidence Me 

Reception 
 

• Daily reading – recorded in their reading record 
• Daily phonics 
• One other piece of work which will be set on a Thursday on 

Evidence Me 
• ‘Wow’ moments shared on Evidence Me 
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KS1 
(Year 1) 

 

• Daily reading - recorded in their reading record 
• Daily phonics  
• One other piece of work which will be set on a Thursday on 

Purple Mash which are to be completed and returned ready 
for Monday morning, as detailed below. 

KS1 
(Year 2) 

 

• Daily reading - recorded in their reading record 
• Maths - daily times table practice 
• Daily spelling practice set on Spelling Shed 
• One other piece of work which will be set on a Thursday on 

Purple Mash which are to be completed and returned ready 
for Monday morning, as detailed below. 

KS2 
(Years 3 and 4) 

 

• Daily reading - recorded in their reading record 
• Maths - daily times table practice 
• Daily spelling practice set on Spelling Shed 
• Two other pieces of work which will be set on a Thursday on 

TEAMS which are to be completed and returned ready for 
Monday morning, as detailed below. 

KS2 
(Years 5 and 6) 

 

• Daily reading - recorded in their reading record 
• Maths - daily times table practice 
• Daily spelling practice set on Spelling Shed 
• Three other pieces of work which will be set on a Thursday on 

TEAMS, which are to be completed and returned ready for 
Monday morning, as detailed below. 

 
Expectations 
 
Reading – children are expected to read daily to an adult at home.  This must be recorded in their reading 
record.  Special acknowledgement will be given to those who read 20 or more times a month. The following 
certificates will be given on a monthly basis.  

Outstanding = 30 comments in reading records within the time period 
Amazing = 20 comments in reading records within the time period. 

 
Please encourage your child/children to read a variety of narrative and non-narrative texts. 
The following activities are encouraged to be carried out at home, as they promote a deeper understanding 
of a text and help children to articulate their thoughts and opinions: 

• Discuss the front cover of a book 
• Describe characters and settings 
• Make predictions 
• Discuss and/or write an alternative ending to the story 
• Write a book review 

 
 
Spellings – the appropriate set of spellings will be set each week on Spelling Shed and it will be the 
parent’s responsibility to ensure that their child/children learn their spellings.  The children will have a 
weekly spelling test on a Friday. 
 
Creative Projects – at various point throughout the year, a creative piece of homework may be set for the 
children to complete. 
 
The homework will be set on a Thursday and expected to completed by a Monday.   
 
If you child does not have a device to access Evidence Me (Reception), Purple Mash (Years 1 and 2) or 
TEAMS (Years 3, 4, 5 and 6) please let your child’s class teacher know and they will provide a folder with 
paper copies of the homework in. 
 
The complexity and duration of tasks set will increase as the child progresses throughout the school and 
will be appropriate for their level of ability. 
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Spare copies of the weekly homework task will be available in class. 
 
Resources 
Teachers may have their own supply of resources and the school will endeavour to build up its own bank.  
Already the school has many homework resources: reading diaries, homework tasks connected with the 
unit studied in Maths, and SATs questions.  
 
SEN / EAL 
Homework will be appropriate to age, ability and circumstances of pupils, taking into account special 
educational needs.  Homework will be adapted.  The amount and complexity of homework will differ 
according to a child’s specific educational need and regular reference will be made to the child’s EHCP. 
 
The school will review this Policy annually and assess its implementation and effectiveness.  The Policy will 
be promoted and implemented throughout the school. 
 
Other associated / relevant policies 

Marking  
Monitoring and Evaluation  
Planning  

                       Promoting Positive Behaviour  
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