
Writing Report Autumn 2021                               Louise Ballard 

Writing remains a high priority at BCA. Current teaching approaches are being reviewed, and 
amended where necessary, to ensure we are giving our children high quality learning opportunities 
in English lessons, which will ultimately lead to creative and independent writing of a variety of 
fiction and non-fiction genres.  

What has taken place:  

• Prior to starting in September 2021, MTPs were created and given to all staff members to 
support effective planning and ensure correct curriculum coverage. 

• Writing Curriculum Maps were created for all year groups, ensuring that each year group 
cover a fiction and non-fiction genre per half-term.  

• Initial staff meeting to set writing coverage expectations throughout the school. 

• Progression maps have been created to give staff a clear vision of how English skills progress 
each year. All staff also have access to the relevant Alan Peat sentence types for their year 
group and are incorporating these into writing lessons.  

• All staff, including HLTAs, have access to a variety of resources to support English teaching. 
This includes: Spelling Shed to teach spelling consistently across the school, Descriptosaurus 
texts to support creative writing and class GPS dictionaries to support GPS teaching. 

• LB (Writing Lead) and MD (EYFS Writing Lead) attended initial training at Warren Road 
Primary School (Talk for Writing training centre) to observe lessons in EYFS and Year 6 and 
share effective practice on our return to school.  

• Monitoring of KS1/2 English planning (including model texts) for the first unit of work 
(Autumn 1). 

• Change to writing assessment structure: writing assessment grids will now be completed at 
the end of each term (as per reading and maths) to ensure children are being assessed 
accurately and that judgements are being made based on children’s consistent use of skills.  

• Creative Writing Club for Years 4, 5, 6 has been set up for after half-term to raise the profile 
of writing across KS2.  

• ‘Speller of the Month’ award introduced. 

Next Steps: 

• LB to carry out informal English drop-ins (Autumn 2) to see how English is being taught 
across the school and how Talk for Writing is currently being implemented.  

• Review of the current English marking policy to incorporate margin marking, giving children 
scaffolded feedback to independently edit and improve their writing, identify their next 
steps and develop a greater awareness of what they need to include to meet the EOY 
expectations/their personal writing targets.    

• Initial Talk for Writing training for staff members from each phase and Deputy Head (30th 
November 2021 – ES, LB Y5/6, LF Y3/4, HD Y1/2 and MD EYFS). Support can then be given 
during planning sessions to ensure effective teaching and consistency across the school.  

• Staff meeting (6th December) to introduce new Talk for Writing elements to be used 
alongside previous aspects used. This includes a ‘cold’ writing task to be completed at the 
beginning of each unit as a form of pre-assessment in English (writing targets can then be set 
from this) and ‘Reading as a Reader’, where children will answer comprehension questions 



to secure their understanding of model texts (continuing to promote the link between 
reading and writing). 

• Whole-school moderation session to take place prior to first termly assessment.  

• Introduction of ‘Magpie’ books for all classes in KS2. This is where children will make note of 
genre features, words, phrases etc. that they will then use in their writing. These books will 
also be used for GPS Do Now tasks, so that English books are used solely for Imitation, 
Innovation and Independent Application (Talk for Writing stages). This will aid progression 
and avoid the writing process being disrupted.  

• Writing week will take place w/b 24th January 2022 to continue raising the profile of writing 
at BCA. TeachRex will be coming into school to deliver creative writing workshops from EYFS 
to Y6. This will be our whole-school writing stimulus and all year groups will be given a 
writing focus. 

• Pupil Voice - meet with pupils across the school to discuss writing at BCA.  

• Continue to use a consistent approach to teaching letter formation throughout the school, 
including for those in KS2 with poor presentation (‘Pen Licence’ for Y3/4, pen for Y5/6). Also, 
to communicate with the SENCO team regarding a handwriting intervention that can be put 
in place for those who need this extra support. 

• Termly monitoring of books, planning and assessment data to review the impact of changes 
made and identify next steps.   

• Long-term: Organise whole-school staff training programme on Talk for Writing, adapting 
the curriculum where necessary, to ensure the consistent and effective use of the Talk for 
Writing approach throughout the school. 

 

 

  


